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Preface
I enjoyed pastoring in Gig Harbor, Washington for many years. While
there, I became committed to walking in unity with the other believers in
the area. This drew me to initiate getting pastors from various streams
together to know each other, pray for each other, pray for our area, and
present a united front to our community.
While walking into my office after returning from a pastor’s
meeting where there “should have been more pastors” I groaned to
myself “Why do I keep doing this?”
To my surprise, I felt like God answered me. But He did not
give me an answer. He simply asked me to take some time and answer
my own question, from His perspective.
So, I did. I went into my office and wrote out 7 or 8 Biblical
reasons why I wanted to see – and more importantly, why He wanted to
see – His Church in my area walk in true unity.
A few months later, I was asked to become the director of
International Renewal Ministries. For over a decade, this ministry had
been gathering pastors together – across denominational, racial, and
generational lines – simply to pray. The prayer resulted in greater
relationships in God’s family. These multiple-day gatherings were called
Pastors Prayer Summits. They began in the Pacific Northwest, but had
literally spread around the world.
When it came time to share with my congregation about this
move, I used the reasons for unity I had written out as the basis of that
message. Over the next few years I added a few more to the list.
This booklet is the compilation of those reasons (plus four other
shorter articles). I am sure there are more. My prayer is not so much
that these reasons will convince those who aren’t convinced, but rather
that they will encourage those of us who are.
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Why Bother with Unity?
Twenty-One Biblical Reasons to Care about a United Church
“The church seems so divided today! Wouldn’t it be a lot easier not to
worry about all those other churches and just take care of ourselves?”
Probably. “Those people are so different from us”. You’re right. “This
unity thing takes so much effort”! I know what you mean. “And do you
know what they believe over there?” So, why bother with unity? Simply
put, because Scripture gives us no other option. Walking in biblical
unity with the other members of the Body of Christ in my community is
not easy; it takes a very deliberate, intentional decision. Unity requires
an investment of time, energy, thought, money and comfort, but the
investment pays great dividends!
Why is it valuable to be committed to walk and work with all the
other true brothers and sisters in a geographic area? Here are some
Scriptural reasons for that commitment:
1. Unity reflects the very nature of God – Deuteronomy 6:41, John
10:302.
Deuteronomy 6:4 became a regular proclamation of the people of God in
the Old Testament, “Our God is one!” Paul reaffirms this in the New
Testament (1 Timothy 2:5), “For there is one God”. Jesus includes
Himself in the equation in John 10:30, “I and my Father are one.” Paul
tells us there is “one Spirit” in Ephesians 4:4. In the Trinity, there is one
God, and three persons.
Since before time began, the very nature of God has reflected a
unity within diversity; three beings functioning in perfect relational
harmony. Apart from when Jesus became sin for us at the cross, there
never was and never will be any disagreement or division within the
Godhead. The Father, Son, and Holy Spirit always walk in unity. In
fact, the universe was in unity until sin came; when sin came, division
was the consequence. It is still true today; division and sin go together.
1
2

Deuteronomy 6:4 Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one.
John 10:30 I and the Father are one.
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When we experience broken relationships, we are experiencing
the universe differently from what God intended. When we experience
harmonious relationships, we participate in God’s original intention.
Why care about unity in the Body of Christ? Why walk with
others who are obviously part of God’s family yet worship in a different
manner? Because disunity reflects the world as the evil one desires it to
be and unity reflects God’s essential nature. Let’s walk with God on this
one!
2. Unity is a specific answer to Jesus’ prayer – John 17:113,
John 17:20-214.
You know the excitement of being the answer to someone else’s prayer,
don’t you? Someone cared deeply about a situation and prayed
fervently. Then God worked it out for you to be the one through whom
His answer would come. What a joy to know that you were part of the
work of God!
Now consider what Jesus prayed for His followers: that they
would “be one.” In His intense prayer of John 17, unity is one of the
repeated themes. It is not simply that “someone” cared enough about
this to pray, it is Jesus Himself who prayed! And we are the ones who
get to be part of the answer to His prayer. Why would we let anything
get in our way if we knew that we could be part of the answer to Jesus’
prayer? Should our own history get in the way? Our preferred style?
What about our denominational allegiances? Nonessential doctrinal
issues? The reputation we have sought to build? Should these things
stop us from doing all we can to see Jesus’ prayer for unity answered? If
being the answer to “someone’s” prayer is exciting, how much more joy
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John 17:11 I will remain in the world no longer, but they are still in the world, and I am
coming to you. Holy Father, protect them by the power of your name, the name you gave
me, so that they may be one as we are one.
4
John 17:20-21 My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in
me through their message, 21 that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me
and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent
me.

5

and excitement is ours as we are part of the answer to the Savior’s
prayer!
3. Unity embodies the essence of the gospel: reconciliation –
2 Corinthians 5:18-215.
“He has committed to us the ministry of reconciliation”. You may
recognize this verse from the classic 2 Corinthians 5 passage on the topic
of reconciliation. God reconciled us by bringing us back into
relationship with Himself. But as soon as we receive that reconciliation,
He asks that we not simply enjoy it, but employ it. He tells us that we
are His ambassadors who are to enter into that reconciliation process
with Him.
He has given us the ministry and the message of reconciliation.
This reconciliation has both a vertical and horizontal dimension to it. It
is primarily for those outside of God's family who need to be reconciled
to Him (vertical reconciliation). But it is also relates to many who are
inside God's family who need to be reconciled to one another (horizontal
reconciliation)!
Whenever we encourage and serve the process of reconciliation,
we are demonstrating the power of the gospel. God has in mind the kind
of relationship He wants us to have with one another. Whenever
brothers and sisters come back into that God-defined kind of relationship
with one another, we are living the power of the gospel. In many
different settings, from restaurants to Prayer Summits, God has given us
hundreds of opportunities to experience this kind of reconciliation. And
each time it happens, we rejoice because God rejoices.
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2 Corinthians 5:18-21 All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through
Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: 19 that God was reconciling the world to
himself in Christ, not counting people’s sins against them. And he has committed to us
the message of reconciliation. 20 We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God
were making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to
God.21 God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become
the righteousness of God.
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4. Geography is the only point of division Scripture allows in His
Church – 1 Corinthians 1:106, 12:257.
If you have a misunderstanding about my bride, I want to correct you;
she is important to me, so it matters that you have an accurate
understanding of her. You might feel the same way about your own
spouse. How much more does Jesus desire that we have an accurate
understanding of His bride?
I believe we use the word “church” in ways that make Jesus raise
His eyebrows. We talk about buildings as churches, denominations as
churches, or we say there are 15 (or 150 or 1500) churches in our city.
We even make up terms like “parachurch”. Each of these usages betrays
the fact that we think His Church is something different than God does.
We view it differently than He does. We have mentally divided – and
therefore practically divided – His Church into pieces He never had in
mind.
As we read Scripture, it becomes very clear that Jesus’
perspective of the boundaries of His Church is based around only upon
geography (see Revelation 2 &3). Paul also speaks of the Church of
cities or regions (large or small), not in terms such as the First Baptist
Church, charismatic churches, or the Methodist Church. These are
human boundaries. His plea is clear in 1 Corinthians 1:10: “I appeal to
you, brothers, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree
with one another so that there may be no divisions among you and that
you may be perfectly united in mind and thought”.
In fact, when Paul heard of a group gathering around personality
(1 Corinthians 3:1-4) or giftedness (1 Corinthians 12:14-21), he slapped
them on their spiritual wrists and told them to stop it!
I believe one of the most exciting and far-reaching things Jesus
is doing in His Church today is bringing us back to a geographic
understanding of His Church. In no way do I think Jesus is against
6

1 Corinthians 1:10 I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, in the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ, that all of you agree with one another in what you say and that there be no
divisions among you, but that you be perfectly united in mind and thought.
7
1 Corinthians 12:25 so that there should be no division in the body, but that its parts
should have equal concern for each other.
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denominations or that we should merge all the congregations in an area
into one big group. But I do believe Jesus wants us to view His bride
more the way He does. As we do, we will see ourselves being more
open to significant interaction with other true parts of the Body of Christ.
Why is it valuable to be committed to walk with all the other
brothers and sisters in a geographic area? Because this is what Jesus is
committed to.
5. Unity is God’s will – Ephesians 4:38, 1 Corinthians 1:109.
Right from his conversion on the Damascus road, one of Saul's desires
was to know what the Lord wanted him to do (Acts 22:10). One of the
most common questions pastors receive is, “How do I know God’s will?”
I believe this question is one of the earliest evidences that we are really
submitted to the Lord. One of the clearest answers to that question
involves what God says in His Word. When He gives us a command, we
don’t need to wonder about His will.
We don’t have to wonder what God’s will is when it comes to
walking in unity with the other members in the Body of Christ. We are
not only encouraged to walk in unity, we are commanded to. It is part of
the “worthy walk” commanded in Ephesians 4:1-3. We are told that
walking worthy of our calling includes humility, gentleness, patience,
bearing with one another in love, and making every effort to keep the
unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. So, if we want to do God’s will,
we will maintain that unity in His Body which the Spirit of God has
established. In this Ephesians passage, it is not up to us to establish or
make the unity; Jesus has already done this. Our part is to maintain or
keep the unity. This is one time when we are supposed to be in a
“maintenance mode.” We are supposed to do the 30,000 mile
maintenance, the annual maintenance, and even the daily maintenance.
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Ephesians 4:3 Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of
peace.
9
1 Corinthians 1:10 I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, in the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ, that all of you agree with one another in what you say and that there be no
divisions among you, but that you be perfectly united in mind and thought.
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Why are we committed to walking with other members of His
Body? Very simply, because it is God’s will.
6. We need unity to survive – Ecclesiastes 4:9-1210.
The Columbia Broadcasting System has increased our national interest in
surviving. The “real life” show “Survivor” has given us new household
names and pulled in great ratings.
But no matter how much they bill this show as “real life”, it just
isn’t! I know a bit about real life survival. I have personally been in the
spiritual trenches of ministry and have also spent time with many others
in those trenches. Vocational ministry is not easy; most have survived,
but frankly, some have not survived. Don’t go there unless God
specifically calls you. It is too dangerous. And, don’t go there alone.
There will be times when someone is overpowered, or someone needs to
be defended.
Ecclesiastes 4:9-12 tells us that these are the times when
supportive relationships are not optional; “Though one may be
overpowered, two can defend themselves. A cord of three strands is not
quickly broken”. “Survival time” is not the time to try to build
supportive relationships, these are the times when we need to cash in on
the investment of our previously established relationships. Contrary to
what “real life” TV would like us to believe, our survival is not about us
winning over others, it is about us winning with others.
Why is it necessary to walk with the other believers in our
communities? Because we need one another to survive.
7. We need unity to function as the Body of Christ – 1 Corinthians
12:12-26.
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Ecclesiastes 4:9-12 Two are better than one, because they have a good return for their
labor: If either of them falls down, one can help the other up. But pity anyone who falls
and has no one to help them up. Also, if two lie down together, they will keep warm.
But how can one keep warm alone? Though one may be overpowered, two can defend
themselves. A cord of three strands is not quickly broken.
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Not only do we need each other to survive, but we need each other to
function the way Jesus wants His Body to function. When did it become
okay for us to say, “They don’t need me” (1 Corinthians 12:14-20) or “I
don’t need them” (1 Corinthians 12:21-26)?
Scripture says we can’t go there! This kind of thinking is directly
opposed to the essence of the “body” imagery. Just as my mouth needs
my hand when it is thirsty, so also the “Ezra’s” need the “Nehemiah’s”;
and the “expressives” need the “reflectives.”
There are two aspects to this thought. Stated in the negative, one
aspect speaks to what we are not to say about ourselves, and the other
speaks to what we are not to say about others. Paul knew that we have a
tendency to think that if we are different from others, we must not be as
good as others.
His point is that there must be diversity in the Body or it is not
only absurd (“if the whole body were an ear” verse 17), it is completely
ineffective. Because I am different from other parts of the body, I am
functionally more valuable to the body, not less valuable. I can do things
that others cannot do. I am needed. There are “many parts” (verse 14).
The opposite is also true. Paul knew that we also have a
tendency to think that if someone is different from me, they must not be
as good as me. So, he states very clearly that all the parts of the Body
need each other (1 Corinthians 12:21). I cannot say, “because you are
different than I am, I don’t need you.” I must think and say, “I need
you”; there is “one body” (1 Corinthians 12:20).
Flowing out of this realization of our functional need for one
another comes a wonderful relational requirement: all members of His
Body “should have equal concern for each other” (1 Corinthians 12:25).
If we are going to function as His Body is designed to function, it will be
because we know that we are needed and that we need others.
8. Only a united church can properly exercise church discipline.
Matthew 18:1711, 1 Corinthians 5:412.
11

Matthew 18:17 If they still refuse to listen, tell it to the church; and if they refuse to
listen even to the church, treat them as you would a pagan or a tax collector.
12 1 Corinthians 5:4 So when you are assembled and I am with you in spirit, and the
power of our Lord Jesus is present,
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This is a specific extension of point 7 above. It is not possible
(nor is it our purpose) here to detail the specifics of Biblical church
discipline. But, it is clear (from the Scriptures mentioned above as well
as 2 Thessalonians 3:6, 1 Timothy 5:20, Titus 3:10, etc.) that the Bible
does lay out practical steps to take when believers insist on walking
outside God’s clearly revealed will.
The point here is this: in our present culture and general
understanding of what church is, church discipline will be completely
ineffective unless multiple (all?) congregations in the same area stand,
and even cooperate, together.
Unless there is an understanding of and commitment to the
geographic integrity and responsibility of the Church in a community,
when congregations seek to discipline an individual, the one being
disciplined can easily simply leave one congregation and begin
worshipping at another. There would be no need to change behavior.
They would just change the setting. Church discipline can only work
when we properly understand, and function as, the Church. This is one
of the most practical benefits of walking in unity with other believers in a
specific area.
Also, the level of relationship between pastors needed for
discipline to be effective cannot be developed in the process of the
discipline. Relationships of love and trust between spiritual leaders must
be developed beforehand so that if (or when) the weight of discipline is
necessary there will be enough strength to sustain it and maintain a
united front.
9. Unity is necessary to display God’s wisdom through the Church to
the world – Ephesians 3:1013.
God has always desired to bless the world through His people (Genesis
12:1-3). He also wants the world to see His attributes through us.
He is looking for people and places through which He can display
His glory and splendor (Isaiah 44:25, 61:3). “His intent was that now,

13

Ephesians 3:10 His intent was that now, through the church, the manifold wisdom of
God should be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly realms,
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through the Church, the manifold wisdom of God should be made known
to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly realms…” (Ephesians 3:10).
We know the value of godly wisdom. Imagine for a minute what
it would be like to live in a world where godly wisdom was the rule, not
the exception - my, how things would be different! Relationships would
be healthy, prison populations would be reduced, frivolous lawsuits would
not be filed, and children would be educated rather than neglected or
abused. Wouldn’t this be wonderful?
Scripture says that God wants that kind of wisdom to be
demonstrated now through His Church. This cannot and will not happen
unless the Church walks in a much closer relationship of unity.
God says that we, His Church, are “His body, the fullness of Him
who fills everything in every way” (Ephesians 1:23). How much of God’s
wisdom do we presently display? How much does God want to be
displayed? As we let God mold us together, there are ways in which we
can display His splendor and wisdom that can never be revealed as long
as we are apart.
10. Jesus deserves unity – Ephesians 5:25-2714, Revelation 19:715
(note: both the “Church” and “Bride” are singular).
His Church is His bride. A friend of mine has said, “Jesus is not a
bigamist. He is not going to return for a harem, He is going to return for
a bride”.
It’s true. From the Bridegroom’s perspective, there is only one
Church. Since we will be unified then, doesn’t Jesus desire a unified bride
now? Since Jesus died to have the dividing wall removed (Ephesians 2:1417), doesn’t He deserve to have us live as though it is removed? Since He
prayed that we would be one (John 17:11, 20-23), doesn’t He long for an
answer to that prayer? Since there is only one Lord (Ephesians 4:5),
doesn’t He deserve a united team of servants?
14

Ephesians 5:25-27 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave
himself up for her 26 to make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water through
the word, 27 and to present her to himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or
any other blemish, but holy and blameless.
15
Revelation 19:7 Let us rejoice and be glad and give him glory! For the wedding of the
Lamb has come, and his bride has made herself ready.
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Revelation 19:7 says that “the bride has made herself ready.” Part
of the preparation process (that will eventually be completed) is to be
taking place now.
Apart from the many functional benefits of His Church being
unified, isn’t the fact that He deserves a unified Church enough, in and of
itself?
11. God blesses those who walk in unity – Psalm 13316.
Many are familiar with this wonderful Psalm and the promise of blessing
described in it. Read it again. “How good and pleasant it is when brothers
live together in unity! It is like precious oil poured on the head, running
down the beard, running down on Aaron’s beard, down upon the collar of
his robes. It is as if the dew of Hermon were falling on Mount Zion. For
there the Lord bestows his blessing, even life forevermore” (Psalm 133).
Four brief comments about this Psalm: 1) Unity produces anointing. The
oil upon Aaron was that which symbolized the presence and activity of the
Spirit of God. There is an anointing of His Spirit that runs down upon us
when we walk in unity. 2) Unity produces provision. The dew upon Mt.
Hermon was part of what made the land fertile and productive. There is a
special provision that God gives to His Church when it walks together in
unity. 3) Unity is to flow from the top down. Both the oil and the dew
naturally flowed downward. There is a responsibility upon leaders today
to both catch the flow and not to hinder the flow of this unity. 4) Unity
results in the blessing of people experiencing eternal life. Just as in Jesus’
prayer in John 17 (see #13 below) here unity in the Body of Christ is God’s
method for effective evangelism.
Oh, it is good when brothers and sisters dwell together in unity!

16

Psalm 133 How good and pleasant it is when God’s people live together in unity! 2 It
is like precious oil poured on the head, running down on the beard, running down on
Aaron’s beard, down on the collar of his robe. 3 It is as if the dew of Hermon were falling
on Mount Zion. For there the LORD bestows his blessing, even life forevermore.

13

12. Unity is essential for our maturity – 1 Corinthians 3:1-417,
Colossians 2:2-318.
We are quite familiar with the promise of blessing in Psalm 133 directed
to those who will “dwell together in unity”, but there is another wonderful
blessing with which we are not as familiar.
In the straightforward passage of 1 Corinthians 3:1-4, Paul uses
some rather strong words for those who are saying, “I follow Paul” or “I
follow Apollos.” He refers to them as “not spiritual…worldly…mere
infants in Christ who need milk, not solid food.” Here, Paul links our level
of maturity – or actually our level of immaturity – with our level of unity.
He says there is “solid food” that will help us grow up in Christ, that is
available to those who walk in unity.
In a more mild, but just as serious passage (Colossians 2:1-3), Paul
says he is struggling to see the Colossians “united in love.” Then he gives
his reason for this struggle, “…so that they may have the full riches of
complete understanding, in order that they may know the mystery of God,
namely Christ.
Paul says we can’t know all of Christ unless we are united in love
to the other members of His Body. Jesus has not revealed all of Himself
to any one group.
He has arranged it so that if we are going to know more of Him,
we will need to know more of one another. Our own maturity, our ability
to know more of Jesus Christ, is connected to our commitment to walk in
unity.
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1 Corinthians 3:1-4 Brothers and sisters, I could not address you as people who live by
the Spirit but as people who are still worldly—mere infants in Christ. 2 I gave you milk,
not solid food, for you were not yet ready for it. Indeed, you are still not ready. 3 You are
still worldly. For since there is jealousy and quarreling among you, are you not worldly?
Are you not acting like mere humans? 4 For when one says, “I follow Paul,” and another,
“I follow Apollos,” are you not mere human beings?
18
Colossians 2:2-3 My goal is that they may be encouraged in heart and united in love,
so that they may have the full riches of complete understanding, in order that they may
know the mystery of God, namely, Christ, 3 in whom are hidden all the treasures of
wisdom and knowledge.
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13. Unity is God’s method of effective evangelism – John 17:22-2319.
When we think of evangelism, things that come to mind are often tracts,
programs, books, concerts, preaching, altar calls and TV programs. But
when God thinks of evangelism, He thinks of relationships. He thinks of
a loving community, unity in His family, and peace. Though there is a
very valid place for the former list, we must not forget the latter!
The wonderful and familiar prayer of Jesus in John 17 emphasizes
two results of our unity. The first is spoken about the most. When we
walk in unity, Jesus says that the world will know that He was sent by the
Father (verse 21, 23). The second result is that they will know that the
Father loves them (verse 23).
Not only will a united Church validate the origin of Jesus’ trip to
earth, it will also demonstrate the reason for it. Evidently, the way it works
is something like this: the world can’t or doesn’t see God, so they don’t
know of His love for them. But when the world sees His people in action,
His Body walking in unity with one another and loving one another, they
begin to see that divine love is a real possibility. And when people become
aware of God’s love, it draws them right into His arms!
14. Unity is what Jesus is doing today – Matthew 11:1520 and many
other references.
At least 14 times in the New Testament, Jesus is quoted as saying, “He
who has ears to hear, let him hear.” The Lord of the Church wants His
Church to keep current with Him. His message is changeless, but it is not
static. There are times when He emphasizes a specific truth for a period
of time. The reformation truths, the missionary thrust, and the emphasis
on worship are some of these examples.
One of the truths He is emphasizing today is the value of unity in
His Body; a theme that has sprung up in many different places through
19

John 17:22-23 I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as
we are one— 23 I in them and you in me—so that they may be brought to complete unity.
Then the world will know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved
me.
20
Matthew 11:15 Whoever has ears, let them hear.
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many different voices. As one man has said, there seems to be a
“reformation of relationships” taking place in His Church. In 1990, crossdenominational pastors’ prayer groups were rare in a city; a few years
later, it was rare not to find one in a city. The same could be said for
citywide gatherings of worship and/or prayer: The National Day of
Prayer, the March for Jesus (Jesus’ Day), Promise Keepers, and Pastor
Prayer Summits have all been used by God to help develop unity in the
Church.
As Dr. Joe Aldrich, founder of the Pastors’ Prayer Summits, has
said, “Find out how life works and get on the good side of it”. When Jesus
speaks to His Church by His Spirit about being unified, it is right and good
for His Body to hear and respond.
15. Unity is a means of grace – Philippians 2:2-421, James 4:622.
A wonderful definition of biblical unity is found in Philippians 2:2. Paul
writes, “make my joy complete by being like-minded, having the same
love, being one in spirit and purpose.” Like-minded, loving one another,
united in spirit and purpose; this sounds like the kind of group I’d like to
be a part of! Philippians 2:2 illustrates a level of unity that the Church of
Jesus Christ has not often experienced, but it is what we are called to.
How do we develop and grow in this kind of unity? Verses 3-4
provide the answer: “Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit,
but in humility consider others better than yourselves. Each of you should
look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others.”
Paul’s answer to our question about developing unity is worth genuine
consideration. Unity is developed only through humility. If we are going
to be united, it will be because we humble ourselves.
21

Philippians 2:2-4 then make my joy complete by being like-minded, having the same
love, being one in spirit and of one mind. 3 Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain
conceit. Rather, in humility value others above yourselves, 4 not looking to your own
interests but each of you to the interests of the others.
22
James 4:6 But he gives us more grace. That is why Scripture says: “God opposes the
proud but shows favor to the humble.”
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Humble people are the only ones who are willing to be
“likeminded” with people with whom it seems they have more things
uncommon than common. Humble people are those who can love the
unlovely and whose spirits can be brought together to share a purpose that
may be different than their own.
Why can they do this? Because “God gives grace to the humble.”
Grace to a relationship is like oil to an engine; all the other parts can be
there and in place, but without oil, it is a short trip! I believe that the
“relational breakdowns” we often experience are primarily because we do
not have sufficient grace in our relational engines. If we want more unity,
we need more grace. If we want more grace, we must humble ourselves.
Why walk together? The humble walk in unity. God gives grace to the
humble. Walking in unity is a means of grace.
16. Our unity is consistent with reality. The truth is that we are really
united – Ephesians 4:423.
A definition of insanity I heard a long time ago is “consciously acting
inconsistently with reality.” I have to confess that this definition haunts
me every now and then. If I ignore the way things really are just because
I don’t want them to be that way, and act as though they are not the way
they actually are, I need to analyze my mental state.
It is very clear that Scripture tells us the way things really are. One
of the “main and plain” things in Scripture is that there is only “one Body”
(Ephesians 4:4).
Corresponding to this is the geographical boundary of His Church,
rather than personality, gifting, etc. When we act as though there are
divisions in the Body that are not actually there, or when we act as though
the Body of Christ is not actually “one,” we are acting inconsistent with
reality. We must not let our history or the way things look get in our way
of understanding the truth of Christ’s one Body. If we don’t recognize that
those true believers in the congregation across the street (or in another
neighborhood of our city) are really part of us, we are not living
consistently with the unity Jesus has already established. Acting
23

Ephesians 4:4 There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to one hope
when you were called;
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consistently with the way things really are is always more productive than
acting inconsistently with them.
Why be intentional and deliberate in walking with other parts of
the Body of Christ? Because in reality we are already one with them.
17. Each believer is “in Christ” – John 14:2024, Galatians 2:2025.
Let’s be mice in the corner of the “upper room” as Jesus is helping the
disciples “cram for the final” in John 14-16. Jesus is saying some very
strange things! The disciples at least seem to understand some of what He
is saying until Jesus explains He is going to leave them soon and go to the
Father. They aren’t really sure how to respond. Notice John’s expression
when Jesus says it is good for them that He leaves. What? How could
that possibly be? How could anything be better than “hanging out with
God” for three years? Can you perceive Matthew’s wrinkled eyebrows
and the queried looks on the faces of Peter and James?
We can now reflect upon what Jesus meant by that strange
statement. What is actually better than being with God in human flesh?
How about having God in us! This is the wonderful truth of Galatians 2:20
and many other related Scriptures.
Unlike the Old Testament when God was “with us,” or the
Gospels when Jesus was “among us,” God now resides “in” every believer
in Jesus Christ through the Holy Spirit (John 14:17).
How does this concept relate to walking in unity with other
believers in Jesus? Every time we walk with other believers, we have an
opportunity to experience more of God through them. And every time we
refuse to walk with other believers or reject them, we are refusing and
rejecting more contact with Jesus Himself.
Why work toward unity in His Body? Because God is not
separated from the believers we are separated from. When we fail to
24

John 14:20 On that day you will realize that I am in my Father, and you are in me, and
I am in you.
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Galatians 2:20 I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives
in me. The life I now live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved
me and gave himself for me.
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intentionally interact with certain portions of the Body of Christ, we are
not only judging Someone else’s servant (Romans 14:4), we are also
judging God in that servant.
18. We can glorify Him together in ways we can’t when we are apart
– Romans 15:6-726.
In music, dissonance is generally used to make the resolve to harmony
sound better. When all you hear is dissonance, it’s hard on the ears.
Harmony attracts us, draws us in, and simply sounds better.
Paul prays in Romans 15 that God would give us a spirit of unity,
“…so that with one heart and mouth you may glorify the God and Father
of our Lord Jesus Christ”.
Notice that Paul does not just desire that we would be one in heart,
which is too nebulous for Paul, he wants us to be more practical than that.
His desire is that the Church, having become one in heart, would also use
“one mouth” to bring praise to God. How can we do that if there is not
some time when we are actually together speaking or singing? The next
verse states that this praise comes about because each of us accepts one
another as Jesus has accepted us. That is a high standard which
demonstrates just how serious this is to Him.
The result of His unified Body coming together in heart and mouth
is that He is glorified. It is not the volume that brings Him glory – He
doesn’t get more excited about 120 decibels than He does about 65
decibels - it is the harmony that excites Him. Harmony glorifies God more
than dissonance; our united voice is evidence of our united hearts. If every
denomination and each congregation is singing a perfectly good tune but
out of tune with the others around them, it attracts neither Jesus nor the
world.
Why work to walk together? Because every time we resolve the
dissonance and demonstrate the unity of our hearts and voices, Jesus leans
over the railing of heaven, listens more closely, and gets the Father’s

Romans 15:6-7 …so that with one mind and one voice you may glorify the God and
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 7 Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you,
in order to bring praise to God.
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attention. Perhaps the dissonance has had a purpose, but when the resolve
comes, the harmony sure sounds good!
When Jesus has leaned forward in His chair to listen to the music
of His Church, for too long all He has heard is dissonance; it’s time He
hears harmony.
19. Unity demonstrates the worth of the Gospel – Philippians 1:2727.
How much is the Gospel worth to you? How much is it worth to the
average nonbeliever in your community? Is there anything we who follow
Jesus can do to increase its worth to those who are not yet following Jesus?
It is well recognized that “joy” is a clear theme in Philippians. The theme
of “unity in Christ” becomes clear only as we look a bit more closely at
the book. The first command of Paul in this book comes in 1:27 when he
tells his readers, “Whatever happens, conduct yourselves in a manner
worthy of the Gospel of Christ.” He goes on to tie the worth of the Gospel
to their willingness and capacity to “stand firm in one spirit, contending as
one man for the faith of the Gospel.”
In this key part of the flow of his book, Paul makes it clear that
there is an inseparable link between the worth of the Gospel and the unity
of the saints. If we don’t “stand firm in one spirit,” the Gospel loses some
of its worth. The first two words of this verse, “whatever happens,” are
very applicable to the 21st century. Much has and does happen to keep us
apart. But Paul commands us to keep walking together no matter what
happens.
Finally, he tells us that a demonstrated unity will allow them to
face opposition without being afraid, which then becomes “a sign to them
that they will be destroyed but that you will be saved.”
To the Saints, the worth of the Gospel will always be
immeasurable. To those who are not yet following Jesus, it is very
measurable. It is measured by the depth of our commitment to walk
together “whatever happens.”
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Philippians 1:27 Whatever happens, conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the
gospel of Christ. Then, whether I come and see you or only hear about you in my
absence, I will know that you stand firm in the one Spirit, striving together as one for the
faith of the gospel…
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20. A lack of unity produces a sick and dying Church – 1 Corinthians
11:27-3028.
We know the importance of examination prior to approaching the Lord’s
Table. How important it is to use the Lord’s Table as a regular check-up
of how we are to continually live in the shadow of Calvary. What
weakness, sickness, and even death that has come upon the Church
because of a lack of serious examination!
But, the examination Paul mentions regarding the communion
table is not simply a general examination about our sin or our standing
with Jesus. It is a very specific kind of examination. He says, “A man
ought to examine himself before he eats the bread and drinks of the cup.
For anyone who eats and drinks without recognizing the Body of our Lord
eats and drinks judgment upon himself” (1 Corinthians 11:28-29).
The specific issue the Spirit of God is calling us to examine on a
regular basis is this: do we “recognize the Body of the Lord?” Paul is very
consistent with this metaphor. When he refers to the Body of the Lord, he
is referring to the Church. In the previous chapter (10:16), Paul links the
bread and the Body together when he asks, “And is not the bread we break
a participation in the Body of Christ?”
In the human realm, when one part of our body does not recognize
another part of the body, something bad is going to happen; a cut, a fall, a
hit, or something. This is amplified when we think of Jesus’ Body. If I
say, “that hand is not part of the Body, I can cut it off without any harm to
me,” the Body is weaker. If someone says, “this immune system must
belong to someone else.” the Body is sicker. And if we say, “that heart
isn’t mine, why should I care,” the Body dies.
How much stronger, healthier, and much more alive the Body of
Christ would be in each of our communities if every believer would
regularly examine themselves regarding the true nature of the Church!
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1 Corinthians 11:27-30 So then, whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord
in an unworthy manner will be guilty of sinning against the body and blood of the Lord.
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Everyone ought to examine themselves before they eat of the bread and drink from the
cup. 29 For those who eat and drink without discerning the body of Christ eat and drink
judgment on themselves. 30 That is why many among you are weak and sick, and a
number of you have fallen asleep.
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21. Unity so frustrates and annoys Satan – 1 John 3:829.
Remember Colossians 2:15? This is the passage that speaks about Jesus
making a “public spectacle” of His enemies at His crucifixion. What a
cool thing!
I love it when the evil one gets frustrated or embarrassed. We
know from his track record, that Satan likes to break and divide things. He
did it in heaven, in the garden, with the nation of Israel, with the New
Testament Church and throughout its history. When things that are
supposed to be united are divided, Satan is not far away (John 10:10). One
of the reasons I am committed to walk together with all the other true
believers in my city is because when I do, I join together with Jesus and
“destroy” more of the devil’s division (1 John 3:8).
Before I was in His family, I had no capacity to help the devil’s
work be destroyed. In eternity, he will be well taken care of. It is only
during this temporal part of my life that I can join with Jesus in this
process.
Why work for unity? Why walk with all of God’s family?
Because I want to take every opportunity I can to see the evil one be
frustrated, annoyed, and defeated!
Is this an easy task? A smooth process? No. Calling His true
Body to true unity is not easy and it is often a slow process, but it always
pays great dividends. Let us continue to press forward!
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1 John 3:8 The one who does what is sinful is of the devil, because the devil has been
sinning from the beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the
devil’s work.
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Understanding Christian Unity
Initial thoughts from Nate Baxter. Developed by Dennis Fuqua
There are several sub-Christian notions of unity that affect our thinking.
If we are going to grasp Biblical unity, it is helpful to understand what it
is not, as well as what it is.
Four things Christian unity is Not…
1) The Borg (A Star Trek illustration of a machine that will
assimilate all who do not submit) – Forced uniformity. Unity is
not forcing others into our ideas or plans. It is not forced
conformity. This violates the metaphor of a “body.”
2) Mr. Roger’s Neighborhood – A no conflict zone where
“predictable problems are set up and resolved in 29 minutes.”
Unity does not pretend there are no differences or disagreements.
Instead, it works through these things.
3) A Barn-raising – Cooperation of the neighbors who come and
help raise the barn for a day or two, then go back to their own
ranches. Though cooperation is part of Biblical unity, it is
something far deeper than working together on projects.
4) A Great Corporate Methodology – A good marketing plan that
results in greater kingdom sales. Another church growth method
we may try but discard if it does not work. Unity is not
something we try and give up on if it “doesn’t work.” It is
something we live in whether it works or not.
Four essential elements of Christian unity
1) Unity is a gift from God to us. It originates with Him, not with
us. It is given from Him to us (Eph 4:3) From John 17 we see
that Unity has its origin in the Trinity. See also, Rom 15 5-6.
2) Unity is a state of being, or condition, not simply an activity.
3) Unity is the based on “sameness” – John 17:10, Phil 2:2. This
does not mean we are all the same, but rather that we recognize
the amount of “sameness” we have in Jesus.
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4) We will never walk in unity with those lesser than God until we
have walked in unity with God. Our unity with others is possible
and based upon the fact that the Father and the Son are united.
Four observations from John 17
1) Unity requires distinct beings (17:21) – One unit cannot have
unity. The Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are distinct beings.
Unity can’t happen without distinction of personality.
2) Unity requires mutual indwelling (17:21) – Though we cannot
fully comprehend the nature of each member of the Trinity being
“in” one another, nor the nature of Christ “in” us and us “in”
Christ, it is nonetheless an essential aspect of Biblical unity.
This is the “just as” part of our unity with one another. We
cannot be “in” one another, but as each of us are “in” Christ, we
experience a mutually indwelling.
3) Unity develops from a recognition of Glory (17:22 – See also Ps
26:8) – Jesus has given us the glory the Father gave Him so that
we would be one. It will help us here to think of glory as
“impressive value” – as noticing the value of someone or
something to the point of being impressed with them or it.
4) Unity requires agape – (17:24) This is the very nature of the
Trinity. It is our awareness of His love for us that allows us to
love Him and others. (See 1 John 4:19)
So what is Christian unity?
I suggest it is… the state of distinct individuals making the relationship
and the beauty of the triune God visible through their interaction of
mutual love.
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The Process of Growing in Unity
Initial thoughts by Dave Halbert. Developed by Dennis Fuqua
Unity does not happen with a toggle switch. It is more analogue than
digital. In fact, even when we are committed to the value of unity in the
body of Christ, it doesn’t happen easily, quickly or automatically. Unity
is a process. It takes time, commitment and work to build it and maintain
it.
Failure to understanding that it is a process can lead to discouragement.
Understanding some basic stages of how unity is developed can help us
get there better. The following stages describe and clarify the process of
growing in unity. I call them the “Uni-Ts”.
Uni-T 1 – Truce
Having been in competition with one another, claiming to be right,
critical of one another and in a variety of ways shooting at one another,
we decide to call a truce and lay our weapons down. When that happens,
it feels so good we sometimes call it unity when in fact it is just a truce.
Uni-T 2 - Tolerance
Having called a truce, at some point, we decide to tolerate one another.
We may come together to work on a project and then after the project is
over we return to our own domain. While we are working together with
a common goal in mind, we often say we have unity. However, we
probably have come together around the project within the framework of
an organizational structure without really developing meaningful
relationships. We may also meet together in the context of ministerial
meetings, and yet we don't really trust one another or enjoy being
together as friends.
Uni-T 3 - Togetherness
This is when we decide to spend enough time together to get to know one
another, and relationships begin to develop. We come to realize we
really can enjoy being together. We can be friends and don't have to feel
threatened by one another. We are all serving under the same Chief
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Shepherd. We aren't in competition after all! We can cooperate
together.
Uni-T 4 - Trust
As we get to know one another, we learn to trust one another. We need
to connect heart to heart in order for trust to develop. This often happens
as we pray together and hear each other's heart before God. We come to
realize we are family!! At this point we discover an unconditional love
for one another begins to take root and grow. We find ourselves wanting
to support and encourage one another.
Uni-T 5 - Team
At some point we recognize we can actually be a team and function in
harmonious relationships. We can be who God intended His Church to
be in our communities. We become committed to one another in Christ
and develop a kingdom perspective in terms of ministry. We develop a
desire to work together as a team to advance the kingdom of God,
following His leadership.
Uni-T 6 - Test
As we begin to work together, someone is going to do something that
could be offensive. They will do something in a way that I would not do
it. They will say something differently than the way I would say it.
They will make a decision without asking me (!). It is not “if” this test
will come, it is “when” the test will come. When we are aware that these
tests will happen, we can use them as opportunities to build and
strengthen our relationships rather than to be offended.
Uni-T 7 - Truth
As we are being tested, we need something to keep us from giving up.
We need a good reason to stand firm in the midst of the test. In some
manner the Spirit of God comes and shows us that we really have no
other options! He comes and convinces us of some of the Scriptural
reasons to work for unity.
Uni-T 8 - Tenacity
At this point we will become tenacious in our relationships, which are
very fragile. We are forged together in Christ through prayer and that
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must be ongoing. The greatest test of our relationship comes when we
move toward strategies or tactics. We need to "Make every effort to
keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace." (Eph. 4:3)
Healthy, secure relationships provide the environment for God to move
in a mighty way through His Church.
Uni-T 9 - Triumph
As we come together in unity with strong relationships, a deep sense of
trust and are committed to each other in love, we will be able to move
forward as the answer to Jesus' prayer in John 17 and He will lead us in
triumph in our communities.
Uni-T 10 - Transformation
Finally, as we continue to walk in everything that got us this far, we can
anticipate God working through us to the point where He will transform
our communities because He has transformed us! Much more of His
glory will be seen around us than is presently being seen.
As we value unity and commit to the process of unity we will see Jesus’
prayer be answered more and more and see our communities be more
transformed!

The Standard and Path to Unity
One of the wonderful themes throughout the Church of Jesus Christ
today is the value of unity. Followers of Jesus throughout the nation and
the world are not only noticing but embracing passages like Jesus’ prayer
in John 17 (that His followers would be one so that none believers would
be won) and the promise of Psalm 133 (that our unity releases God’s
blessings). How good and pleasant it is to see this taking stronger and
stronger root in His Body!
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But, as good as it is to see this, I have a concern. My concern is
that we have tasted the hors d’oeuvres of unity and thought it was the
main course. We have stopped lobbing hand grenades at one another and
thought it was real, Biblical unity. My concern is that we have settled for
a unity that is not as deep as the Biblical standard.
This concern has caused me to ask two questions and look more
deeply at two sections of Scripture. The first question is “What is the
Biblical standard of unity we should be working toward?” The second
question is “What is the Biblical route to get there?” The two Scriptures
which help answer these two questions are John 17:21-22 and Galatians
2:6-10. Let’s begin to answer these two questions.
What is the Biblical standard for unity? Three times in Jesus’
John 17 prayer, He states that the standard is the relationship between
Himself and His Father (vv.11, 21 & 22). The standard of unity Jesus
prayed for His church is nothing less than Trinitarian unity! By this, I do
not mean theology agreement about the trinity, but rather a unity that
reflects the very nature of the trinity. Now there is a standard that should
keep us challenged!
Until we relate to the different people in the Body of Christ like
the Father and the Son relate, until we love one another like the Father
and Son do, until we honor and respect our different roles and callings
like the Father and Son do, until we act like we are “in” one another like
they are, we still have more room to grow in unity.
How do we get there? How do we reach such a standard? Isn’t
that too high and aren’t we too far away? The situation of Galatians 2
was just as volatile as any situation the Church has faced since. All of
the things that separate us today are seen in this short little exchange.
There was a deep ethnic/racial divide. Jews and Gentiles had
just as much reason to hate one another as any two groups today. The
Jews had a “corner” on the God market. They knew it; the Gentiles
knew it. The Gentiles were “dogs” to the Jews. The racial issue in
Galatians 2 was “Can members of any race besides the Jews actually be
saved?” Or, was Christianity for the Jews only or also for the Gentiles?
There was also a serious theological issue. If we think that the
Charismatic issue, or the mode and meaning of baptism, or the
Calvin/Arminian debate is a divide, the issue they faced was the very
essence of the Gospel! The issue of the necessity of circumcision had far

28

reaching consequences. Was the message of the Gospel about Jesus
period, or about Jesus plus?
Finally, there was a real leadership issue. How and by whom
were decisions going to be made? Was Peter, the leader of “the Twelve”
in charge or was Paul, the one who received a direct calling and
instruction from the resurrected Lord going to be in charge? Were
decisions to be made by one person, by the entire group, or by a select
group? This makes our issues of polity look rather small in comparison.
The risk of division we find in Galatians 2 was very real and
very great! If the enemy could divide the infant Church, his work would
be easy for years to come!
Yet, in the end, this situation was resolved well. What did they
know about unity that we could glean from?
Look at Galatians 2:6-10. 1) They did not judge by external
appearances. 2) They looked at the task God had given to one another.
3) They looked at the work of God accomplished through one another.
4) They looked for the grace of God upon one another. And 5) they did
this without consideration of the personality of one another, or how much
they liked one another.
Each of these point deserve fuller consideration. To the degree
we implement them in our setting, to that same degree we will walk
God’s path toward genuine, Biblical unity.
If we are going to see God’s work accomplished in our day, it
will be because we grow in unity. If we are going to grow in unity, it
will be because we understand His standard of unity and walk the path
the early church walked in Galatians 2.
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Four Stages of Unity
As we become the united church in a community we will move through
four stages with one another.
1) From not knowing to knowing one another
We can’t walk together with people we don’t know at all. The first stage
of walking in unity is to simply get to know one another. This can
happen intentionally or it can happen spontaneously. But if we don’t
know one another, we are not walking in unity with them.
2) From knowing to loving one another
We may think loving one another is the highest form of unity. But that is
not necessarily the case. We are commanded to love - everyone. Love is
a choice to give of myself for the highest good of another person. It is to
live like Jesus. This is “entry level” unity.
3) From loving to liking one another
Another stage of unity is when we move from knowing and loving one
another to actually liking one another. As we interact, we find that our
common goal and our common love turns into actually enjoying the
other person and the process. This is more than the command to love.
This is liking the other person with all the similarities and differences
they bring to the table.
4) From liking to needing one another
But there is a greater level of unity than just knowing, loving, or liking.
That is when we recognize that we need one another. 1 Corinthians
12:14-27 (see Why Bother with Unity – point 7) makes it clear that we
are not to say to (or think about) the other members of the Body of Christ
that we don’t need them. When we get to the stage of recognizing that
all the members of the Body of Christ are necessary, we are at the place
where we can most effectively advance God’s kingdom together.
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Books by Dennis Fuqua - Available at www.lppress.net
Living Prayer: The Lord’s Prayer Alive in You
© 2010 – After many years of using the Lord’s Prayer as a pattern of my
own personal prayer, I wrote this book to encourage others to do the
same. This prayer is far more than a series of thoughts assembled by a
hurried rabbi. This book will help you take Jesus’ clear instructions on
prayer far more seriously than you ever have before. A free 10 week
study guide is available online.
United and Ignited: Encountering God through Dynamic Corporate
Prayer
© 2012 – I have had the privilege of facilitating thousands of hours of
corporate prayer. It is a very powerful experience when a group of
people catch the flow of God’s Spirit in prayer. Lives are changed. I
wrote this book to assist others in their desire to make a time of group
prayer more than just asking for prayer requests.
Experiencing Life and Power through Biblical Meditation
© 2015 – Meditation is the most significant way we can interact with
God’s Word. God’s desired destination for what He says has always
been our hearts. Mediation is the way He writes His Word on our hearts.
I was exposed to Biblical Mediation many years ago and it has been the
primary means I have used to interact with His Word for over 4 decades.
I wrote this book to offer to others what has been a wonderful process for
me.
Strengthen Your Prayer Life: Biblical Interviews and Encouragement
to Move Beyond “Prayer 101”
© 2021 – I have learned much about prayer from some biblical
characters. In seeking to communicate what I have learned from them, I
build an imaginary studio in my head and invited several of them into it
to interview them. This book is the script of those interviews. You will
be both challenged and entertained by it.
The material for each of these books is also available in a seminar
format. Check out www.lppress.net for details.
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